Calendar No. 27 


84TH CONGRESS l SENATE REPORT 
1st Session No. 26 


PROVIDING THAT PERSONS SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES ON 
JANUARY 31, 1955, MAY CONTINUE TO ACCRUE EDUCATIONAL 
BENEFITS UNDER THE VETERANS’ READJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE 
ACT OF 1952 


FEBRUARY 8, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Lenman, from the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 587] 


The Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 587) to provide that persons serving in the Armed 
Forces on January 31, 1955, may continue to accrue educational bene- 
fits under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, and 
for other purposes, having considered the same, unanimously report 
favorably thereon without amendment, and recommend that the bill 


do pass, 
BACKGROUND OF THE BILL 


The President’s proclamation governing eligibility of personnel in 
the Armed Forces for various veterans’ wartime benefits issued on 
January 1, 1955, among other things, ended the accumulation of any 
additional education and training time under Public Law 550 of the 
82d Congress—Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952. This 
law, as limited by the proclamation, provides that a veteran in the 
service on or after June 27, 1950, shall be entitled to 1% days of edu- 
cation or training for each day of service prior to February 1, 1955, 
with a maximum of 36 months of education or training. Thus, under 
the President’s proclamation a veteran serving from October 1, 1954, 
and until October 1, 1956, would be entitled to 6 months of education 
and training, inasmuch as the time spent after January 31, 1955, 
would not yield him any additional education or training. 

The bill reported by the committee provides that a serviceman may 
accumulate additional time after January 31, 1955, if he is in the 
service on that date, ending on the date of his first discharge or release 
from active service after January 31, 1955. This would be subject to 
the maximum entitlement of 36 months’ education or training. 


a SR PBEPRE SE ER > 


i 


ra 


PP ewes ss ow 
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HEARINGS 


There was abundant testimony during the hearings conducted by 
the committee to show that many persons enlisted or entered the 
service with the expectation that they would have an opportunity to 
acquire the full education and training benefits of Public Law 550, 
82d Congress. As the proclamation could not meet this problem, it 
is necessary that legislation be enacted promptly to provide relief. 

None of the witnesses testifying before the committee during the 
hearings or filing statements expressed any opposition to the basic 
objective of this legislation. The Veterans’ Administration and the 
service organizations expressed approval and the Bureau of the Budget 
has officially stated that the enactment of the legislation along the 
lines of H. R. 587, as reported, would be in accord with the program of 
the President. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL BY SECTIONS 


Section 201 of Public Law 550 of the 82d Congress now provides 
a definition of the basic service period as one that began on June 27, 
1950, and ending on such date as shall be determined by the President 
by proclamation or by concurrent resolution of the Congress. The 
first subsection of this bill provides that the basic service period shall 
mean that period beginning June 27, 1950, and ending on January 3 
1955, except that this period shall not terminate as to persons in the 
active service in the Armed Forces on that date until their first dis- 
charge or release from such service after January 31, 1955. 

Subsection (b) of the bill makes a perfecting amendment necessary 
in the definition of “eligible veteran” to substitute for the requirement 
of service during the ‘“‘basic service period” the requirement of service 
during the period beginning on June 27, 1950, and ending on January 
31, 1955. 

Subsection (c) of the bill amends section 212 (c) of the act which 
now provides that in the event an eligible veteran returned to active 
service during the basic service period his date of discharge shall be 
the date of discharge or release from his last period of active service 
which began during the basic service period. The bill amends this 
to make it conform with the basie principle of the bill to provide that 
the controlling date of discharge shall be the date of the discharge 
from that period of service which began prior to February 1, 1955. 

Subsection (d) amends section 213 which presently provides that 
no education or training shall be afforded beyond 8 years after the 
discharge or release from the active service or the end of the basic 
service period, whichever is earlier. 

To equalize the opportunity of those continuing in service beyond 
January 31, 1955, with that enjoyed by earlier dischargees, the bill 
will delay the commencement of the 8-year period in their cases until 
the first diseharge or release after January 31, 1955. However, as a 
safeguard against unduly extending the life of the program, which 
this might entail in some instances, the bill provides that no education 
or training shall be afforded beyond January 31, 1965, and would, in 
effect, extend the program for 2 years from the present terminal date 
of January 31, 1963. 
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Subsection (e) simply substitutes the word “his” for the word 
“the” in section 214, to make it read, “his basic service period” 
rather than “the basic service period.” 

Section 2 of the bill makes the provisions of this act effective as of 
January 31, 1955. 

COST 


The Veterans’ Administration has indicated that while the addi- 
tional cost of the bill cannot be precisely predicted, it is estimated 
that there would be no increase in direct benefit costs for fiscal years 
1955 or 1956 and that the additional direct benefit cost would approx- 
imate $25 million for fiscal year 1957, $60 million for fiscal year 1958, 
$90 million for fiscal year 1959, $90 million for fiscal year 1960, and 
$70 million for fiscal year 1961; and that the additional annual direct 
benefit costs could be expected to continue to decrease after fiscal 
year 1961. It was estimated that the additional administrative costs 
are expected to be approximately 4 to 5 percent of the mentioned 
additional costs for direct benefits, with relative cost for administra- 
tion increasing as the program draws to a close. 


NUMBER AFFECTED 


The Department of Defense reported that 1.4 million men would 
be affected in some degree by this legislation. It is obvious, however, 
that only those persons entering within the last few months will be 
significantly affected 


PROCLAMATION TERMINATING CERTAIN VETERAN BENEFITS 


The proclamation of the President issued on January 1, 1955, will 
have the effect indicated below: 

Basic service period: Korean service, by the terms of the proclama- 
tion, has been officially set as on or after June 27, 1950, and through 
January 31, 1955. 

Education and training: Public Law 550 of the 82d Congress 
authorizes 1% days of education or training for each day of service 
performed during this basic service period with a maximum of 36 
calendar months of entitlement. The proclamation means that no 
additional eligibility may be accumulated under this law after January 
31, 1955, and persons first entering service after such date acquire no 
eligibility for the benefits. The proclamation also ends eligibility for 
training under the vocational rehabilitation laws. 

Compensation: Today disabled veterans of the Korean conflict 
are entitled to service-connected disability compensation ranging from 
$17 per month for a 10-percent disability to $181 per month for total 
disability. In certain severely disabled cases special rates may go 
as high as $420 per month. Any veteran who has a service-connected 
disability as a result of service after January 31, 1955, will be entitled, 
as a peacetime veteran, to 80 percent of the rates mentioned previously. 
Certain presumptions of service connection in chronic disease cases 
will not be available to veterans separated from service after January 
31, 1955. After that date eligibility for service-connected death 
compensation will also be on a peacetime basis, with rates based on 
80 percent of the wartime rate. 
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Pensions: Veterans of World War I, II, and Korea today are entitled 
under certain conditions to non-service-connected disability pension 
at rates of $66.16, $78.75, or $135.45, depending upon age, condition, 
and other factors. Service after the date of January 31, 1955, will be 
considered peacetime, but any veterans serving, for example, as little 
as 1 day prior to the delimiting date and 89 additional days contin- 
uously thereafter will be eligible for non-service-connected disability 
pension under the existing laws. 

Widows and children of veterans of the Korean conflict period 
(June 27, 1950, through January 31, 1955) are eligible for pension 
based upon the non-service-connected death of such veterans. The 
basic rate for a widow is $50.40 per month. ‘This program will not be 
available to dependents of persons first entering the service on or 
after February 1, 1955. 

Automobiles: Veterans of exclusive service after January 31, 1955, 
will not be eligible for the benefits of Public Law 187, 82d Congress, 
which provides $1,600 toward the purchase of a specially equipped 
automobile for service-connected veterans who have suffered the loss 
or loss of the use of one or both hands, or feet, or who are blind as 
defined. 

Hospitalization: No entitlement to VA hospitalization for non- 
service-connected disabilities where the service of the veteran is solely 
after January 31, 1955. 

Insurance: The proclamation does not affect in any way provisions 
of Public Law 23 which automatically insures any serviceman in the 
amount of $10,000 while in active service. It is payable over a 10- 
year period to beneficiaries defined in the law. 

Housing: The issuance of the proclamation means that in order for 
a veteran to obtain a loan guaranty (maximum $7,500) the loan must 
be made prior to February 1, 1965. So long as there is service prior 
to January 31, 1955, additional service to complete the required 90 
days may be had after that date, if continuous. 

Mustering-out payments: Mustering-out payments in the amount 
of $100, $200, or $300, depending upon the length and place of service 
will no longer be available to veterans who serve exclusively after 
January 31, 1955. 

Reports from executive departments follow. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
OFFICE OF THE ApJUTANT GENERAL, 


Washington 25, D. C., January 18, 1955. 
AGCT 327.31 (5 Jan 55) 
Hon. Ourn E. TEAGUE, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Teaacur: As requested in your letter of January 5, 1955, and in 
accordance with the additional requirements outlined by Mr. Meadows of your 
office in a telephone conversation with a representative of my office on January 
12, 1955, I am pleased to forward to you, as enclosures hereto, the information 
you desire with respect to the manner in which the following categories of personnel 
are inducted, enlisted, or otherwise brought into the military service, together 
with the specific moment that these personnel come under military control: 


Enclosure 


. Volunteers for immediate induction 

. Enlistees 

. Voluntary entry on active duty of enlisted reservists 

. Personnel commissioned through the ROTC program 
6. Call to active duty of commissioned reservists 
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It is hoped that the information furnished above will be helpful to you. In the 
event any additional data are required, please feel free to call upon me again. 
Sincerely yours, 
Jonn A. KLEIN, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 


{Enclosure 1] 
INDUCTEES 


These individuals register for the draft with the Selective Service System local 
boards on the first dav designated for registration subsequent to their 18th birth- 
day. At the appropriate time, they are then ordered by the Selective Service 
local boards to report to the designated induction stations for preinduction mental 
and physical examination and a determination of their moral fitness. Registrants 
requiring hospitalization or special medical evaluation remain under control of 
the Selective Service System. After such examinations, registrants return to their 
place of residence. Subsequently, the induction station informs the registrant’s 
local board of the results of the preinduction examination and whether the in- 
dividual currently qualifies for acceptance or is not qualified for acceptance, and 
the registrants are in turn advised directly by the local boards. Registrants pre- 
viously found qualified for acceptance are ordered by Selective Service local 
boards to report to the designated induction station for induction into the Armed 
Forces. Upon reporting to the induction station for induction, and just prior to 
actual! induction, the registrant is rechecked to insure that he still meets the estab- 
lished physical and moral criteria. Registrants found qualified after such recheck 
then participate in an induction ceremony. An inducting officer makes a brief 
orientation talk to the registrants, who are normally lined up, telling them what 
is going to take place. He tells the registrants that they are going to engage in 
the ceremony of induction. He advises them that within a few moments he will 
ask those individuals to take one step forward and that such step symbolizes 
stepping from civilian to military jurisdiction. The induction officer then states 
in substance: “Those of you who are about to enter into the military service are 
directed to take one step forward.” This taking a step forward then becomes the 
precise moment that the registrant comes under military control After this 
portion of the ceremony is concluded, the oath of allegiance is then given to all 
such registrants and the registrants are then forwarded to the appropriate recep- 
tion station for further processing and training for service. 


{Enclosure 2] 
VOLUNTEERS FOR IMMEDIATE INDUCTION 


A volunteer for immediate induction is the registrant who volunteers for 
induction at the earliest practicable date within induction quotas, and is inducted 
prior to the registrants who are ordered for induction. The volunteer for induc- 
tion is forwarded bv the Selective Service local board to the appropriate induction 
station, and, if he meets the prescribed mental, physical, and moral criteria, is 
inducted and passed to military control in the same manner as outlined in 
enclosure 1. 


| Enclosure 3] 
ENLISTEES 


Applicants for enlistment are interviewed at recruiting stations to determine 
potential eligibility for enlistment based on mental, moral, and physical qualifi- 
cations. Enlistment screening tests are administered to determine the probability 
of their achieving the prescribed mental test scores. Those who qualify are 
forwarded to recruiting main stations, and are administered the mental tests 
and physical examinations. Applicants for enlistment who are hospitalized for 
ooa medical evaluation remain in a civilian status. Individuals who meet 
the prescribed mental, moral, and physical criteria then are given the oath of 
enlistment. The moment that such applicants subscribe to this oath they come 
under military control. 
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VETERANS READJUSTMENT. ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1952 
{Enclosure 4} 


VOLUNTARY ENTRY ON Active Duty or ENtistep RESERVISTS 


Under section 4 (c), Universal Military Training and Service Act, a reservist 
may apply for 2 years’ active duty. If found mentally and physically qualified 
he may be ordered to active duty under section 233 (d), Armed Forces Reserve 
Act of 1952. When an enlisted reservist desires such active duty, he submits an 
application, accompanied by a loyalty certificate, through his unit commander to 
the chief of the military district. (If not a member of an Organized Reserve unit 
he submits his application directly to the military district chief.) The records of 
the reservist are examined to determine his qualifications and the commander 
forwards the application with lis recommendations to the military district chief 
or area commander who has final selection authority. This authority, vested in 
the area commander, may be delegated to the chief of the military district. If 
if the applicant is subject to induction and there is no question as to his loyalty, he 
has only to pass the physical examination. If not subject to induction, he must 
have a standard score of 90 or higher on the mental tests, as mental group IV 
personnel. If found qualified the applicant is ordered to a short tour of active 
duty (one or more days) for the purpose of undergoing physical examination. 
During this short period, the individual actually is under the control of the Army 
for. limited purposes and is entitled to certain limited benefits, and remains in 
such a status until relieved from active duty and ordered to return to his home or 
otber designated location upon completion of his physical examination. The 
report of examination is forwarded by the physician to the authority who issued the 
orders. If, on review, the applicant is found physically qualified, orders are then 
issued directing him to proceed on a certain date to a certain Army installation 
to report to the commander thereof for active duty. He actually enters on active 
duty and is under the control of th» Army on the effective date of active duty 
cited in his orders or, if no date is specifically cited tl erein, on the date he neces- 
sarily is required to proceed from his present location, if cited in his orders, or 
from his home, to his assigned station. 


[Enclosure 5] 


PERSONNEL CoMMIssIONED THrovucn THE ROTC PROGRAM 


Eligible freshman students enroll in Military Science I, and sign an ROTC 


+ 


deferment agreement about February 15, in which they agree to complete the 
basic course (MS I and MS II), if enrolled therein; to enroll in and ec mplete the 
advance course (MS III and MS IV) at the proper time, if accepted therefor; 
upon completion or termination of the course to accept a commission when 
eligible, if tendered; to serve upon active duty for a period of not less than 2 years 
after receipt of such commission subject to order by the Secretary of the Army; 
and to remain a member of a Regular or Reserve component of the Army until the 
eigtth (8th) anniversary of the receipt of commission unless sooner terminated. 

Sophomore students enroll in Military Science II, and there is no change in 
their status from that while enrolled in MS I. 

Junior students, if selected, enroll in Military Science III, and sign a student's 
contract which provides for payment of commutation of subsistence. The con- 
tract provides that the student will agree to complete the advance course (MS III 
and MS IV); devote 5 hours per week during such period to the military training 
prescribed, and pursue the course of camp training during such period as pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Army. 

Advance course ROTC students normally attend a 6 weeks’ training camp at 
a military camp or post in the summer intervening between their MS III and 
MS IV years. During the 6 weeks’ summer camp period the students are paid 
at the rate of $75 per month under the provisions of section 47 (¢), NDA. 

Senior students enroll in Military Science IV, and upon completion of the MS 
IV year, and receipt of a degree, are tendered a commission as a second lieutenant 
if eligible. The appointment of such an ROTC graduate in the Army Reserve 
is effective upon execution and return of the oath of office to the Army commander. 
Upon acceptance of a commission, ROTC graduates are assigned to a branch of 
the Army Reserve. Upon receipt of the executed oath of office, these newly 
commissioned ROTC graduates are placed under written orders to active duty 
with an effective date during a selected month subsequent to that of graduation 
but prior to July 1 of the following year for May and June graduates and prior 
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to July 1 of the current year for midyear graduates. From date of appointment 
through the date immediately preceding the effective date of their active duty, 
such individuals are not on active duty nor under the control of the Army other 
than the fact that they are carried on the rolls (records) of the Army, that their 
military records are maintained by the appropriate military district, and that 
they are subject to active duty under such active-duty programs and directives 
as are prescribed and in effect at that time. The effective date of active duty is 
prescribed in each order itself; the date that the order is issued having no bearing 
on the individual’s active duty or the effective date that he is under Army control. 
Such individuals actually come to Army control on the effective date of active 
duty cited in orders, or if no date is specifically cited therein, on the date the 
individual necessarily is required to proceed from his present location if cited in 
his orders, or from his home, to his assigned duty station, 


{Enclosure 6] 
CALL TO Active Duty or COMMISSIONED RESERVE PERSONNEL 


At present (other than Army Medical Service) only officers who volunteer 
therefor are being ordered to active duty. Applications are submitted by indi- 
viduals to the military district (for USAR officers) and to the adjutant general 
of the State (for NGUS officers) accompanied by a completed physical examina- 
tion and other required material. These are forwarded through the appropriate 
area commander to The Adjutant General when determination is made as to 
their acceptability for active duty. If selected for active duty appropriate orders 
are issued by The Adjutant General with an effective date of entry on active duty 
determined by The Adjutant General and normally indicated on the orders. 
This effective date is generally not earlier than 30 days subsequent to the date of 
issuance of the active-duty order. These individuals come under Army control 
on the effective day of their active duty as cited in their orders, if their orders 
contain such information; otherwise on the date the individual necessarily is 
required to proceed from his present location, if cited in his orders, or from his 
home to his assigned station. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM, 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 14, 1955. 
Hon. OLIN E. TEAGUE, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Teacue: I have your letter of January 6, 1955, in which you request 
information concerning the exact procedures which are followed by Selective 
Service in regular induction cases and volunteer induction cases. 

As you know, our local boards place in class I-A the registrants who are unable 
to produce conclusive evidence which would warrant their classification in some 
deferred class. After a man is placed in class I-A and has been afforded 10 days 
in which to take an appeal, he is then sent to an Armed Forces examining station 
for his preinduction physical and mental examination. If the registrant is found 
acceptable; he is sent a notice of acceptability by his local board and he is then 
placed on a list according to his age. When the local board receives a call, it 
orders men from this list for induction, with the oldest men going first. 

There are two provisions in the Selective Service Regulations which prohibit 
the local board from processing a man for induction on short notice. One pro- 
vision of the regulation, issued by the President, is that at least 21 days must 
elapse between the time the local board has mailed a certificate of acceptability 
and the date fixed for induction. The other regulation is that the local board 
must mail the order to report for induction at least 10 days before the date fixed 
for induction. 

A local board generally fills its monthly call on 1 or 2 days during the month. 
Each local board has certain days during the month on which it may send men 
for induction, and other days on which it sends men for preinduction physical 
examination. The Armed Forces examining and induction stations have a limit 
on the number of men they can process each day. 

When a man files an application for voluntary induction, his local board is 
required by Selective Service Regulations to classify him as soon as possible 
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8 VETERANS’ READJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1952 


and place him in a class available for military service, unless his deferment is 
found necessary under the Presidential regulations. 

Selective Service calls are placed according to age, with the oldest men being 
called first. By volunteering for immediate induction, a registrant merely moves 
up the time he enters the Armed Forces. Volunteers will be called in the sequence 
in which they have volunteered for induction. If a local board is unable to fill 
their call with volunteers, they then go to the list of available nonvoluhteers and 
order them to report for induction in the sequence of their ages, with the oldest 
going first. 

In your letter you raise the question of whether there would be a possibility 
that an individual volunteering for induction or coming up for regular induction 
a few days prior to January 31, 1955, might have his induction delayed until 
after.January 31. It has been the experience of Selective Service that it takes 
approximately 30 days to completely process a volunteer and deliver him for 
induction. In view of this, I doubt if any person who volunteers for induction 
through his local board after January 1, 1955, the date on which the Executive 
Order of the President was issued, would be inducted prior to January 31, 1955. 
Also, I doubt if there would be any individual nonvolunteer registrants, inducted 
prior to January 31, 1955, who had not received orders to report for induction 
before January 1, 1955. The Selective Service Regulations authorize the local 
boards to postpone the induction of registrants only for emergency reasons 
beyond the registrant’s control, such as illness of the registrant or a member of 
his family. 

I trust that the above gives you the information which you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 
Lewis B. HERSHEY, 
Director. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED Srares MARINE Corps, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 14, 1955. 
Hon. Ourn E. TEAGUE, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Teacvs: This is in reply to your letter of January 6, 1955, 
relative to the procedure followed by the Marine Corps in entering persons into 
the active service. 

The Marine Corps has not accepted personnel through the Selective Service 
System since May 1952, therefore the following information pertains to applicants 
who volunteer for enlistment in the Marine Corps or Marine Corps Reserve. 

Applicants who volunteer for enlistment in the Marine Corps or Marine Corps 
Reserve are processed for determination of eligibility in accordance with current 
enlistment standards. If the applicant is physically and otherwise qualified, 
the oath of enlistment is administered and the formal contract of enlistment is 
executed. The oath of enlistment has been held to be the pivotal fact which 
changes the status from that of a civilian to that of a marine. 

Enlisted service, for basic pay purposes, of applicants enlisted in the Regular 
Marine Corps commences with the date of enlistment. 

Members of the Marine Corps Reserve who are, or will become, classified in a 
class available for induction, may be assigned to unrestricted extended active 
duty at their own request and at the time selected by them, subject to established 
quotas. Orders to such reservists allow a minimum of 30 days between receipt 
of orders and assignment to extended active duty. The date of reporting for 
temporary active duty for physical examination will be a minimum of 5 days after 
receipt of orders. Upon completion of the physical examination, the reservist is 
ordered home and released from temporary active duty. On the 25th day after 
the physical examination is completed, and provided he has been found physically 
and.otherwise qualified, the reservist is ordered to extended active duty in excess 
of 30 days and is directed to proceed on that date to his duty station. In the 
event he desires to proceed to his duty station immediately, or at any time within 
the 25-day period, he is authorized to do so. Reservists are authorized to perform 
travel to place of physical examination and return, or to initial duty station, or 
both, at their own expense and to submit claim for reimbursement, or to apply in 
person or by letter to a Marine Corps activity for necessary transportation re- 
quests, meal tickets, and travel itineraries. Active duty pay is authorized only 
for the time required to perform travel, via mode of transportation used, for the 
distance from his home to his duty station, plus the time required for physical 
examination. The date of commencement of extended active duty is computed 
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by subtracting the number of days traveled authorized to the reservists from the 
date of reservists reporting to the first duty station. 

Provided physically and otherwise qualified, a member of the Marine Corps 
Reserve may volunteer for enlistment or reenlistment in the Regular Marine 
Corps at any time prior to assignment to extended active duty subject to such 

uota limitations which may be necessary to keep the strength of the Marine 
Jorps Within the authorized allowance. In addition, a member of the Marine 
Corps Reserve not serving on extended active duty may volunteer for enlistment 
in another branch of the Armed Forces. 

It is trusted the above information serves the purpose of your inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 
R. H. Rivcety, Jr., 
Major General, United States Marine Corps, 
Director of Personnel. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 20, 1955. 
Hon. Orın E. TEAGUE, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cuairman: This will acknowledge your letter of January 1J, 
1955, requesting a report from the Bureau of the Budget on H. R. 587, a bill to 
provide that persons serving in the Armed Forces on January 31, 1955, mey con- 
tinue to accrue educational benefits under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance 
Act of 1952, and for other purpose. 

H. R. 587 would enable persons in service on January 31, 1955, to continue to 
accrue entitlement to education and training during service after that date up to 
the maximum of 36 months specified in existing law. The obvious objective of 
the bill is to provide the group of servicemen affected by the President’s proclama- 
tion regarding various specizl veterans’ benefits with an opportunity to obtein 
substantial education and training benefits comparable to those available to 
servicemen who completed their service prior to the end of the basic period. The 
President has endorsed this objective and has indicated that he supports legislation 
to achieve this end. 

With ‘specific regard to H. R. 587, the report of the Veterans’ Administration 
suggests further consideration of one basic feature of the bill. H. R. 587 would 
extend the final closing date for the education and training program from January 
31, 1963, to January 31, 1967. This extension of 4 years is apparently intended 
to insure that those men in service on January 31, 1955, under a 4-year enlistment, 
have at least 8 years after discharge to complete their education or treining 
The agency calls attention to the fact that the proposed extension will require 
administrative machinery to be maintained for an additional 4 years. It also 
questions whether there is any practical need for such an extension, in view of 
the fact that those for whom the program is intended will have 4 or more years 
to complete training, even under existing law. 

Under the circumstances, the existing terminal date of January 31, 1968, 
would appear to be reasonable and the Bureau of the Budget accordingly recom- 
mends its retention. 

Subject to your consideration of the foregoing, you are advised that the enact- 
ment of legislation along the lines of H. R. 587 would be in accord with the 
program of the President. 

Sincerely yours, 
Donatp R. BELCHER, 
Assistant Director. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
Bureau or NavaL PERSONNEL, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 19, 1956. 
Hon. Orın E. TEAGUE, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 
My Dear MR. TeEAGve: This is in reply to your letter of January 5, 1955, 

eoncerning the procedures followed by the Department of the Navy with respect 
to persons entering into active service. 
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ENLISTED PERSONNEL 

Regular Navy 

At the present time the Navy is not receiving personnel as enlisted men in the 
Navy through selective service as inductees. All applicants for enlistment in 
the Regular Navy are volunteers and the normal processing time for enlistment of 
such applicants is about 7 working days. If an applicant applies for enlistment on 
or before January 21, he will have a reasonable assurance of being enlisted on or 
before January 31. Should he apply after January 21 his chances of being 
enlisted before January 31 are considerably lessened. All persons who are enlisted 
in the Regular Navy are placed on active duty immediately upon taking the oath 
of allegiance and the signing of the enlistment contract. 


Naval Reserve 

The normal processing time required for enlisting an applicant in the Naval 
Reserve is approximately 5 days. An individual in the Naval Reserve does not 
enter on active duty immediately upon enlistment. Those persons who are 
enlisted with no prior military service may volunteer for active duty; however, 
personnel who have received a notification to report for induction have priority 
for such recall to active duty within the monthly quotas assigned by the com- 
mandant of the naval district. Any delay in ordering a person to active duty 
after enlistment depends on the following: whether or not the individual volunteers 
for active duty; the existence of a vacancy in the quota allotted the commandant 
of the naval district for the purpose of ordering reservists to active duty; and 
whether or not he has received notice to report for induction. 


OFFICER PERSONNEL 

Officer candidate 

Processing procedures for officer candidate programs vary from the enlisted 
programs in that processing time is considerably longer, and the actual entrance 
on active duty after enlistment or appointment varies, depending on the scheduled 
convening dates of classes. For example, an officer candidate may have been 
selected and enlisted January 13, 1955, but will not be ordered to active duty until 
sometime in March, the date of the next officer candidate class. 


Direct appointment 

Under the direct appointment procedures, it is entirely possible that an officer 
could be appointed in January but not report for active duty until a later date. 
The delay in reporting would be occasioned by the needs of the service plus a 
policy of allowing a new appointee sufficient time to settle his personal affairs. 

It is clear, therefore, that there is a possibility that a number of individuals who 
have made application for enlistment or appointment during the month of January 
will not be able to qualify for the special wartime benefits. 

It is hoped the above information will be helpful to you: 

Sincerely yours, 

By direction of Chief of Naval Personnel: 

M. F. D. FLAHERTY, 
Captain, USN, Director, Recruiting Division: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, January 20, 1955: 
Hon. Ourn E. TEAGUE, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. TeaavueE: In response to your inquiry of January 5, 1955, relative 
to induction, recruitment, and military control of Air Force personnel the following 
information is submitted for your consideration. With the exception of a few 
physicians, dentists, and veterinarians allocated to the Air Force by Selective 
Service and who are not found qualified for officer appointment, the Air Force is 
presently manned by volunteers. 

Input personnel are obtained from several sources and each source has its own 
rocedure. By far the largest of these categories is volunteer airman enlistees, 
he individual may appear in person at a recruiting facility on his own initiative 

or after contact by a recruiter. Here information about the Air Force is furnished 
and if he desires to volunteer his processing commences. During this processing 
the enlistment screening test is given, the enlistment application is completed 
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and if the applicant appears qualified he is sent at Government expense to a 
recruiting main station for final processing. At the reeruiting main station his 
records are reviewed and final forms accomplished. Required mental tests are 
administered and a medical examination is accomplished. Normal processing 
time at the recruitment facility would average 1 working day, travel time to the 
recruiting main station would normaliy consume another working day and 
processing at the recruiting main station would probabiy require 2 days due to 
the time requirement of certain medical laboratory tests. Normal processing 
time from field contact to oath of enlistment would be approximately 4 working 
days. If found fully qualified mentally and physically the applicant is adminis- 
tered the oath of enlistment and it is at this instant of time that the airman first 
comes under the control of the Department of the Air Foree. At any time during 
processing and prior to the actual time of oath of enlistment the applicant has 
the prerogative of refusing further processing. After completion of the processing 
the airman is shipped to 1 of 3 military wings to begin his basic training 

Regardless of the date that enlistment processing begins no person comes under 
the control of the Department of the Air Force until the time the oath of enlistment 
is administered. 

Processing of other categories of personnel entering into active service such as 
aviation cadets, Air Force ROTC graduates, directly appointed officers and 
directly appointed physicians, dentists, and veterinarians have different entrance 
procedures than volunteer airmen. 

(a) Aviation cadet applicants.—Civilian applicants for aviation cadet training 
are normally notified of qualification and acceptance for training prior to their 
enlistment. At this time he is given a draft deferment of 4 months, but remains a 
civilian in every sense of the word and is under no control of the Department of 
the Air Force. He retains the prerogative of enlisting in the Regular Air Force at 
any time prior to his entry into aviation cadet training. 

(b) The AFROTC graduate and directly appointed officer.—Persons in these 
categories do not come under the control of the Department of the Air Force until 
the day they are ordered to extended active duty as commissioned officers. 
Certain qualified AFROTC graduates are called to active duty and phased into 
flying training throughout the year as class assignments become available. The 
remaining AFROTC graduates and directly appointed officers are called to active 
duty to fill specified vacancies as they occur. Pending receipt of active duty 
orders, any of these may also apply for enlistment in the Regular Air Force. 

(c) Direct appointment of physicians, dentists, and veterinarians.—Doctors, 
dentists, and veterinarians subject to induction under the operation of the 
Doctors’ and Dentists’ Draft Act must be appointed Reserve officers if they 
volunteer and are qualified for direct appointment. Under this procedure the 
Air Force requests through the Department of Defense that the Selective Service 
System furnish a given number of physicians to be entered on active duty at a 
specified time. Normally from the date of request until the persons are to 
enter active service is 6 months. After receipt of the request Selective Service 
issues induction notices approximately 90 days prior to the first day of active 
duty. During this 90-day period the individual may submit application for 
appointment in the Air Force. If found qualified he will be appointed and 
ordered to active duty. From the date the inductee receives his notice of induc- 
tion until he enters extended active duty he has no military status but is not 
free to enlist or apply for any appointment in any branch of the Armed Forces 
except the Air Force. 

In general summation, I would like to reiterate that military control of an 
individual begins for airmen at the time of oath of enlistment and for officer 
personnel at the time of call to extended active duty as published in active-duty 
orders. 

I trust that the above information will serve the purposes of your request. 

Sincerely yours, 
Joer W. KELLY, 
Major General, USAF, Director, Legislative Liaison. 
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VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OrricE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 21, 1956. 
Hon. Orin E. TEAGUE, 
Chairman, Commitiee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Teacve: This will refer to your request for a report by the Veterans’ 
Administration with respect to H. R. 587, 84th Congress, a bill to provide that 
persons serving in the Armed Forces on January 31, 1955, may continue to accrue 
educational benefits under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, 
and for other purposes. 

The principal purpose of H. R. 587 is indicated both by its title and the state- 
ment by its sponsor which appeared in the appendix of the Congressional Record 
of January 6, 1955. It would permit persons continuing in the active service 
beyond January 31, 1955 (the terminal date of the Korean conflict period fixed 
by the President’s proclamation for the purpose of various veterans’ benefits), 
to accrue additional entitlement to education and training based upon service 
after that date. The bill is therefore aimed at equalizing the opportunity for 
this group to attain a substantial educational benefit under the Veterans’ Read- 
justment Assistance Act of 1952 with that enjoyed by those who completed their 
service prior to the end of the basic period. 

Under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act the basic service period 
governing eligibility for its benefits is defined in each case as the period beginning 
on June 27, 1950, and ending on such date as shall be determined by Presidential 
proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. However, the amount 
of entitlement to education or training which a veteran meeting the basic eligibility 
criteria of the act may receive is measured by 144 times the duration of his active 
service within such period. Since January 31, 1955, has now been fixed as the 
termination date of such basic service period by the President’s proclamation of 
January 1, 1955, persons now in service will be unable to accrue additional entitle- 
ment to education and training after January 31, 1955. In the extreme case, 
the entitlement of a person entering service on that date would yield an insig- 
nificant 14 days of education or training which, of course, could be of no practical 
use. The same problem, in gradually lessening degree, will exist with reference 
to large numbers of servicemen who have entered the Armed Forces at earlier 
times but have not yet served for a sufficient period to accrue that amount of 
entitlement for education and training which will provide the necessary readjust- 
ment assistance when they are separated from active service. 

The situation with respect to educational and vocational assistance contrasts 
with that which obtains with respect to the other readjustment benefits. As to 
these, the same person who received entitlement to only 1% days of education 
or training could, if he meets the other conditions for eligibility, be entitled to the 
full quantum of the benefits, since such other benefits are not measured by the 
duration of active service during the period June 27, 1950, through January 31, 
1955. 

it should be noted that the bill would retain the requirement that for purposes 
of basic eligibility a person must have entered service on or prior to January 31, 
1955. The privilege which it would establish of permitting persons in service 
on that date to accrue additional educational entitlement by reason of service 
continuing after that date would be subject to the present maximum of 36 months 
entitlement to education and training. The bill would have an added distinctive 
feature in that the 8-year period prescribed by section 213 of the act as limiting 
the time within which education or training may be afforded would be measured 
from the first discharge or release from active service after January 31, 1955, in 
these cases and would not be limited by the presently applicable final closing date 
of January 31, 1963. However, in apparent recognition of the fact that, unless 
restricted, this would permit long-service career personnel to receive training at 
a remote time in the future, the bill would specify a final terminal date of January 
31, 1967, beyond which no training could be provided for any individual. This 
would, in effect, result in a 4-year extension of the life of the education and training 
program. 

Under existing provisions, the governing terminal date, January 31, 1963, 
applies to all persons discharged less than 8 years prior to that date irrespective 
of whether they had accrued maximum or merely partial entitlement. Accord- 
ingly, the proposed extension of the program to January 31, 1967, may present 
considerations differing from those involved in the primary objective of per- 
— accrual of additional entitlement for service continuing after January 31, 

55. 
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The committee may wish to weigh the fact that the Veterans’ Administration 
would thus be required to maintain a staff to administer the program for 4 addi- 
tional years along with the question of whether there will exist any practical 
need for an extension of time among those for whom the bill is primarily intended, 
bearing in mind that in virtually all instances they will have 4 or more years in 
which to take and complete their education or training if the existing terminal 
date is retained. 

As a technical matter, it is noted that the word “‘persons’ 
should properly be ‘‘person’s’’. 

The President’s proclamation of January 1, 1955, fixed January 31, 1955, as 
the terminal date governing eligibility of personnel in the Armed Forces for 
various veterans’ “wartime” benefits which had been authorized in connection 
with active service since the onset of the Korean conflict and not merely for 
educational and vocational assistance. While each of the various laws thus 
affected had separate provisions authorizing the President, or the Congress, to 
determine the date which ended their applicability to future servicemen, the 
President, in the exercise of his discretion, determined upon January 31, 1955, as 
the appropriate uniform terminal date. 

It is important to note that the President’s authority with regard to the educa- 
tional and vocational assistance program was strictly limited to discretion ia 
fixing a single terminal date. Once this overall date was determined the question 
of any special consideration for persons in the group contemplated by the present 
bill, was beyond the scope of the Executive proclamation and becomes an appro- 
priate subject for legislative consideration. 

In the light of the singular situation which exists as to educational and voca- 
tional assistance and the further fact that a large number of the perscns who 
would be relieved by the bill undoubtedly have related their future plans to the 
expectation of receiving this important readjustment aid, it is m; view that 
enactment of legislation to allow persons in the service o:: January 31, 1955, to 
accrue entitlement to education and training prior to their first release or dis- 
charge from active service on or after that date is justified. It is believed that 
this primary objective of H. R. 587 would not depart from the basic principle of 
the President's proclamation or create a precedent for extension of the other 
laws enumerated therein. 

In view of uncertainty regarding some of the factors involved, such as plans of 
veterans discharged in the future, future discharge rates, etc., the additional cost 
which would be attributable to H. R. 587, if enacted, eannot be predicted with 
precision. Subject to this limitation, it is estimated that there would be no 
increase in direct-benefit costs for fiscal years 1955 or 1956. Thereafter, the 
additional direet-benefit cost would approximate the following amounts: Fiscal 
year 1957, $25 million; fiseal year 1958, $60 million; fiscal year 1959, $90 million; 
fiscal vear 1960, $90 million; fiscal year 1961, $70 million. The additional annual 
costs for direct benefits attributable to the proposed legislation could be expected 
to continue to decrease after fiscal year 1961. Additional administrative costs 
attributable to enactment of the proposed legislation are expected to be approxi- 
mately 4 to 5 percent of the additional costs cited above for direct henefits with 
relative costs for administration increasing as the program draws to a close. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to the committee, The Bureau also advises that, subject 
to the committee’s consideration of the question raised in the report concerning 
extension of the overall terminal date, enactment of legislation along the lines of 
H. R. 587 would be in accord with the program of the President. 

Sincerely yours, 


” in line 2, page 2, 


H. V. Hieiey, Administrator. 


OFFICE OF THE AssistaNT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
LEGISLATIVE AND Pustic AFFAIRs, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 21, 1955. 
Hon. Orin E. TEAGUE, 
Chairmar:, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This will reply to the request for the views of the 
Department of Defense concerning H. R. 587, to provide that persons serving in 
the Armed Forces on January 31, 1955, may continue to accrue educational 
benefits under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, and for other 
purposes. 


74001—56 S. Rept., 84-1, vol. 1—18 
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This proposal, if enacted, would amend the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance 
Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 663) to permit members of the Armed Forces who begin their 
service prior to February 1, 1955, to continue to accrue educational benefits under 
that act. This proposed legislation is intended to supplement the authority 
vested in the President by the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act, to termi- 
nate the educational benefits granted thereunder, by permitting members now in 
military service to receive the full educational benefits which they had reason to 
anticipate at the time they entered the Armed Forces. In additicn, the termina- 
tion date for using the educational benefits would be advanced to January 31, 
1967. 

The Department of Defense believes that H. R. 587 would provide a just and 
equitable method of continuing the educational benefits program for those mem- 
bers now in the service. Therefore, it is recommended that H. R. 587 be enacted. 

Tre Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the submission 
of this report to the Congress. However, the views of the Bureau of the Budget 
on H. R. 587 are stated in a letter transmitted directly to the committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ricnarp A. BuppEKE, 
Director, Legislative Programs. 


The text of the White House statement and the President’s procla- 
mation follows. 


Tae Warre Hovse Orrice, 
Augusta, Ga., January 1, 1955. 

The President today issued a proclamation fixing January 31, 1955, as the 
terminal date governing eligibility of personnel in the Armed Forces for various 
veterans’ wartime benefits authorized in connection with military service since 
the onset of the Korean conflict. The President also issued an Executive order 
which will terminate, as of January 31, 1955, tax exemption of the pay of military 
personnel in the Korean combat zone. 

The proclamation and the Executive order terminate accrual of further war- 
time benefit rights by reason of military service after that date. Persons who 
acquired eligibility for these benefits on the basis of service before February 1, 
1955, will be able to use it subject to liberal time limitations specified in the laws. 
In several instances the proclamation will also have the effect of establishing 
February 1, 1955, as the date from: which such time limitations start to run, 

The hostilities in Korea, which began in June 1950, gave rise to the granting 
of these special veterans’ benefits. Entitletnent for most of -them began for 
military service on or after June 27, 1950. The laws authorizing them provided 
that the eligibility period could be terminated either by concurrent resolution of 
the Congress or proclamation of the President. It has been about a year and a 
half since the Korean armistice agreement became effective. Accordingly, con- 
sistent with the intent of the laws, the President’s action has terminated the 
service period which conferred eligibility for the benefits. This action is in 
keeping with the long-established practice whereby the Congress has limited 
entitlement to wartime veterans’ benefits to periods of military service associated 
with hostilities. 

The action today does not terminate the state of national emergency proclaimed 
by the President in 1950 in connection with the Korean conflict. It also does 
not impair the so-called peacetime veterans’ benefits. As stated, persons serving 
in the Armed Forces will continue to receive entitlement to substantial peace- 
time veterans’ benefits provided by the Veterans’ Administration, the Depart- 
ment of Defense, and other agencies. These include hospital and medical care, 
disability and death compensation, the $10,000 indemnity, insurance, disability, 
or other retirement pay, and the 6 months’ death gratuity. 

The benefits affected by the proclamation include non-service-connegted pen- 
sions, higher rates of compensation, and hospitalization based on ‘‘war veteran” 
status, and the readjustment benefits—education and training, vocational re- 
habilitation, loan guaranty, unemployment compensation, and mustering-out 
payments. Certain veterans’ benefits and preferences under the housing and farm 
loan assistance laws are also affected. 


MEDICAL, PENSIONS, ETC. 


Public Law 28, 82d Congress, approved May 11, 1951, is one of the most 
important laws affected by the proclamation. It authorizes medical, hospital, 
and domiciliary care, and burial benefits for veterans who served in the Armed 
Forces on or after June_27, 1950, on the same basis as World War II Veterans. 
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It also entitles such veterans and their dependents to the non-service-connected 
pension and service-connected compensation benefits provided by law for World 
War Il cases. Closely related are the provisions of Public Law 463, 83d Congress, 
which provides that disabilities incurred by persons in connection with reporting 
for final acceptance into service are to be regarded as service-incurred for com- 
pensation purposes. 

The principal effect of the proclamation on benefits under Public Law 28 
would be to bar the accrual of rights to non-service-connected pensions and 
hospitalization on a “war” basis for new entrants into the Armed Forces after 
January 31, 1955. It would not affect rights of peacetime servicemen to receive 
VA hospitalization under certain conditions, nor their rights to receive dis- 
ability and death compensation for service-connected conditions at the 80 per- 
cent peacetime rates. Moreover, under provisions of present law, any service- 
men injured thereafter while engaged in any future hostilities or under other 
extra hazard conditions will continue to be eligible for Veterans’ Administration 
compensation at the 100 percent wartime rates. 


KOREAN GI BILL 


Another important law affected by the proclamation is the Veterans’ Readjust- 
ment Assistance Act of 1952, otherwise known as the Korean GI bill, which 
provides various benefits for veterans with service since June 27, 1950. Educa- 
tion and training allowances are granted generally ranging up to $160 monthly 
for not to exceed 36 months, at the rate of 14 times the length of active service 
since June 27, 1950. GI loan assistence for homes, farms, and businesses, is 
provided through the Veterans’ Administration loan guaranty and direct loan 
programs to veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950. Such veterans 
may also receive unemployment compensation benefits of up to $26 per week for 
& maximum of 26 weeks at Federal expense through the State unemployment 
compensation systems, together with job-finding assistance from the Veterans 
Employment Service of the Department of Labor in cooperation with the State 
employment services. They may likewise receive mustering-out payments of 
from $100 to $300, depending on their length and place of service. 

The proclamation will end accrual of entitlement for these Korean GI bill 
benefits on January 31, 1955. Veterans who have acquired eligibility for such 
benefits on the basis of service between June 27, 1950, and January 31, 1955, 
will be able to receive them subject to time limitations specified in the law. As 
indicated above, however, the proclamation will also set the ultimate terminal 
date for several of these benefits. For example, in accordance with law, education 
and training benefits will cease in 8 years after the January 31, 1955, date, and 
the loan guaranty benefits in 10 years. The proclamation also establishes an 
ultimate terminal date for mustering-out payments in the case of commissioned 
officers, which, pursuant to law, will be 3 years after January 31, 1955. 


REHABILITATION 


Under Public Law 894, 81st Congress, vocational rehabilitation is extended to 
service-disabled veterans with active service on or after June 27, 1950. Basic 
subsistence allowances of up to $120 monthly to the veteran plus tuition and 
expenses to the training institution may be paid for up to 4 years under this 
program.. Under the proclamation, future entrants into the Armed Forces will 
not be eligible for these benefits and those persons who are eligible by reason of 
service during the Korean conflict period will have to complete training normally 
within 9 years, and in some instances within 13 years, after January 31, 1955. 

Public Law 187, 82d Congress, authorizes payments of up to $1,600 toward 
the purchase of automobiles or other conveyances by veterans who have lost 
the use of a leg, an arm, or who are blind as the result of service on or after June 
27,1950. The President’s action would make this program inapplicable to persons 
entering service after January 31, 1955. 


HOUSING 


Veterans with service on or after June 27, 1950, are entitled to special benefits 
under various Federal housing assistance programs previously available to World 
War II veterans. These include preferences in occupancy of low-rent housing 
under the United States Housing Act of 1937 and housing provided under the 
Lanham Act, and more liberal mortgage terms under the cooperative housing 
mortgage provisions of the National Housing Act. Similarly, veterans who 
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have active service on or after June 27, 1950, are entitled to preferences to financial 
assistance for farm housing under the Housing Act of 1949 and also for loans 
under the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act for acquisition or improvement of 
family-size farms. New entrants into the Armed Forces after January 31, 1955, 
will no longer be entitled to these special benefits under the proclamation. 

While the effect of today’s proclamation is to make various veterans’ benefits 
unavailable to persons entering the service after January of next vear, persons 
who are already in the service, but who may not have served the minimum of 90 
days at that time, as required under certain laws, will be able to meet this require- 
ment in part by service occurring after January. 

More detailed information on the effect of today’s action may be obtained from 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs in Washington, D. C., and by the other 
agencies concerned, on Monday. 

James C. HAGERTY, 
Press Secretary to the President. 


EXECUTIVE ORDER 


DESIGNATING THE DATE OF TERMINATION OF COMBATANT ACTIVITIES IN KOREA 
AND WATERS ADJACENT THERETO 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 112 (c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954, January 31, 1955, as of midnight thereof, is hereby desig- 
nated as the date of termination of combatant activities in the zone comprised of 
the area described in Executive Order No, 10195 of December 20, 1950 (15 F. R 
9177). 

Dwieut D. EISENHOWER. 

Tar Warre HOUSE, 

January 1, 1955. 


FIxıNG TERMINAL DATE RESPECTING SERVICE IN THE ARMED FoRcES ENTITLING 
PERSONS TO CERTAIN VETERANS’ BENEFITS AND SERVICES, PREFERENCES, AND 
OTHER ASSISTANCE 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 


Whereas, in accordance with past practice, the Congress has provided, in 
respect of the Korean conflict, that entitlement to various veterans benefits and 
services, preferences, and other assistance be limited to persons serving in the 
armed forces between dates fixed by or pursuant to law; 

Wuereas the President is empowered to determine the terminal dates of service 
conferring such entitlement; and 

Wuereas the armistice between the United Nations Command, on the one 
hand, and the Korean People’s Army and the Chinese People’s Volunteers, on 
the other hand, effective July 27, 1953, has terminated hostilities in the said 
conflict: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Dwicut D. E1rsennower, President of the United States 
of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority vested in me as President, 
do proclaim as follows: 

(1) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of the Act 
of May 11, 1951 (ch. 49, 65 Stat. 40, Public Law 28, 82d Congress, 38 U.S. C. 
745). as the date prior to which persons serving in the active service in the 
armed forces of the United States on or after June 27, 1950, must have so served 
in order that, pursuant to the said Act, such persons shall be entitled to benefits 
of medical, hospital, and domiciliary care, burial benefits, and they and their 
dependents shall be entitled to compensation or pension provided by law for 
persons who served during the period of World War IT. 

(2) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of paragraph 
V, part II, Veterans Regulation Numbered 1 (a) as amended by the Act of 
June 30, 1954 (ch. 437, 68 Stat. 360, Public Law 463, 83d Congress, 38 U. S. C. 
ch. 12A), relating to compensation for disability or death, as the date prior to 
which persons who, on or after June 27, 1950, engaged in certain activities incident 
to acceptance, induction, or entry into the active military or naval service must 
have suffered an injury or disease in order to be entitled to the benefits provided 
by such paragraph V. 
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(3) (a) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of the 
first sentence of section 500 (a) of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 
(ch. 268, 58 Stat. 291, as amended, 38 U. 8. C. 694 (a)), relating to guaranteed, 
insured, and direct loans, as the date prior to which persons serving in the active 
military or naval service of the United States on or after June 27, 1950, must 
have so served in order that such persons shall be eligible for the benefits of 
Title III of the said Act, as amended. 

(b) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of the 
fourth sentence of section 500 (a) and section 507 of the Servicemen’s Readjust- 
ment Act of 1944, as amended (38 U. 8. C. 694 (a), 694h), as the date on which 
the ten years referred to in those provisions shall commence. 

(4) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
607 of the said Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended (38 U.S. C. 
695f), relating to job counseling and employment placement service, as the date 
prior to which persons must have served in the active service of the armed forces 
in order that such persons come within the meaning of the term “veteran,” 
contained in the said section, by reason of service on or after June 27, 1950. 

(5) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
407 of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 (ch. 875, 66 Stat. 
687, Public Law 550, 82d Congress, 38 U. 8S. C. 997), relating to unemployment 
compensation, as the date prior to which persons must have served in the active 
service in the armed forces (on or after June 27, 1950) in order to come within 
the meaning of the term “‘veteran”’ pursuant to said section. 

(6) (a) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of sec- 
tion 501 (a) of the said Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 (38 
U.S.C. 1011 (a)), as the date prior to which members of the armed forces engaged 
in active service on or after June 27, 1950, must have so served in order to be 
eligible for mustering-out payments under Title V of the said Act. 

(b) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
501 (b) (7) of the said Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 (38 U.S.C. 
1011 (b) (7)), as the date on which the three years therein referred to shall 
commence. 

(7) January 31, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
201 of the said Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 (38 U.S. C. 911), 
relating to eligibility for education and training under Title II of the said Act, 
as the date ending the basic service period referred to in paragraph (1) of the 
said section. 

(8) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of the Act 
of December 28, 1950 (ch. 1176, 64 Stat. 1121, Public Law 894, 8Ist Congress, 
as amended, 38 U. 8S. C. 701a), as the date prior to which persons serving in the 
active military, naval, or air service of the United States on or after June 27, 
1950, must have so served in order that, pursuant to the said Act, such persons 
shall be afforded basic entitlement to vocational rehabilitation as therein provided. 

(9) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of the first 
section of the Act entitled “An Act to authorize payments by the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs on the purchase of automobiles or other conveyances by 
certain disabled veterans, and for other purposes” (ch. 532, 65 Stat. 574, Public 
Law 187, 82d Congress, 38 U. S. C. 252a), as the date prior to which veterans of 
service on or after June 27, 1950, must have served in order that the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs may, pursuant to the said Act, provide or assist in providing 
such persons automobiles or other conveyances in accordance with said Act. 

(10) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
503 of the Act of October 14, 1940 (ch. 862, 54 Stat. 1125, as amended, 42 U. 8. C. 
1573), relating to housing for distressed families of servicemen and veterans, as 
the date prior to which persons must have served in the military or naval forces 
of the United States in order that such persons come within the meaning of the 
term “veterans” contained in the said section. 

(11) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
2 (14) of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (ch. 896, 50 Stat. 888, as amended, 
42 U. S. C. 1402 (14)), relating to low-rent housing, as the date prior to which 
persons must have served in the active military or naval service of the United 
States in order that such persons come within the meaning of the terms “veteran” 
and “serviceman” contained in the said section by reason of service on or after 
June 27, 1950. 

(12) January 31, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
507 of the Housing Act of 1949 (ch. 338, 63 Stat. 436, as amended, 42 U. S. C. 
1477), relating to preferences for veterans and families of deceased servicemen in 
respect of farm housing, as the date ending the period during which persons 
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must have served in the military forces of the United States in order that such 
persons come within the meaning of the terms “veteran” and ‘‘deceased service- 
men,” contained in the said section, by reason of service during the period 
beginning June 27, 1950. j 

(13) January 31, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
1 (b) (2) of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act, as amended (67 Stat. 132, 
7 Ù. S. C. 1001 (b) (2)), as the date ending the period during which persons must 
have served in the military forces of the United States in order to come within the 
definition of veteran, contained in the said section, by reason of service on or 
after June 27, 1950. 

(14) February 1, 1955, is hereby determined, under the provisions of section 
213 of the National Housing Act (ch. 847, 48 Stat. 1246, as amended, 12 U. S. C. 
1715e (b)), relating to cooperative housing insurance, as the date prior to which 
persons must have served in the active military or naval service of the United 
States in order that such persons come within the meaning of the term “veteran,” 
contained in the said section, by reason of service on or after June 27, 1950. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Dons at the City of Washington this first day of January, in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-five and of the Independence of the 

[sear] United States of America the one hundred and seventy-ninth. 

Dwicut D. EISENHOWER. 
By the President: 
~ Jomn Foster DULLES, 
Secretary of State, 


CHRONOLOGY OF THE INITIATION AND COMPLETION DEADLINES UNDER TAE 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING AND VOCATIONAL-REHABILITATION PROGRAMS FOR 
Worutp War II anv Korean Service PERIOD 


WORLD WAR II EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


June 22, 1944 Title II of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, 
as enacted, provided that eligible veterans must 
initiate their courses of education or training by the 
date 2 years after discharge or the end of the war, 
whichever is the later, and that no education or train- 
ing could be afforded beyond the date 7 years after 
the termination of the war. 

Oct. 6, 1945___-- Sec. 11 of the Armed Forces Voluntary Recruitment Act 
of 1945 provided that World War II should not be 
considered as terminating in the case of any individual 
before the termination of such individual’s first period 
of enlistment or reenlistment contracted within 1 year 
after Oct. 6, 1945. 

. 28, 1945 Public Law 268, 79th Cong., amended title II of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act to extend the periods 
for initiating education or training until 4 years after 
discharge or the termination of the war, whichever is 
the later, and for completing such education and train- 
ing until 9 years after the termination of the war. 

July 25, 1947 Sec. 3 of Public Law 239, 80th Cong., terminated World 
War II for purposes of the Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act (except for persons afforded more liberal treatment 
by the mentioned Recruitment Act). 

July 25, 1951 Deadline for initiating education and training under the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act for all persons save 
those released from service subsequent to July 25, 
1947. 

July 25 5 Scheduled general termination date of program (the 
tecruitment Act cases are not necessarily bound by 
this date and in a given case the program could 
continue operative until 1961). 
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EDUCATIONAL TRAINING FOR KOREAN VETERANS 


July 16, 1952 The Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 
. provided that an eligible veteran must initiate his 
program of education and training by Aug. 20, 1954, 
or the date 2 years after date of discharge or release 
from active service, whichever is the later. No edu- 
cation or training might be afforded any individual 
beyond 7 years after his discharge or release or 7 
vears after the termination by the President or the 
Congress of the basic service period which commenced 
June 27, 1950. 

20, 1954 Public Law 610, 83d Cong., amended the foregoing 
provisions to provide that education or training must 
be initiated by the date 3 years after discharge or 
release or by Aug. 20, 1954, whichever is the later, 
and that no education or training might be afforded 
beyond 8 years after the veterans’ discharge or release 
or the end of the basic service period, whichever is 
the earlier. 

1, 1955........... The President’s proclamation, No. 3080, terminated the 
basie service period as of Jan. 31, 1955. 

31, 1963 Scheduled termination of the program. 


VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION FOR WORLD WAR II VETERANS 


24, 1943 Public Law 16, 78th Cong., as enacted, provided that 
no vocational rehabilitation training might be afforded 
beyond 6 years after the termination of World War II. 

Public Law 268, 79th Cong., liberalized the foregoing 
provision so as to provide that no vocational rehabili- 
tation training might be afforded beyond 9 years after 
the termination of World War II. 

Sec. 3, Public Law 239, 80th Cong., terminated World 
War II as of July 25, 1947, for purposes of the Public 
Law 16 program 

Public Law 610, 83d Cong., provided that vocational 
rehabilitation training could be afforded until 13 
years after the termination of World War II in certain 
specified hardship cases 

Scheduled termination of the World War II vocational 
rehabilitation program for all persons, except the 
hardship cases. 

Scheduled termination of the World War II vocational 
rehabilitation program for persons within the hardship 
categories. 


VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION FOR KOREAN SERVICE VETERANS 


. 28, 1950 Public Law 894, 8Ist Cong., provided that no vocational 
rehabilitation training could be afforded eligible dis- 
abled veterans of the Korean service period beyond 
9 vears after the termination by the President or the 
Congress of the period which began June 27, 1950 

20, 1954 Public Law 610, 83d Cong., amended Public Law 894, 
Sist Cong., to provide that no vocational rehabilita- 
tion training could be afforded beyond 9 years after 
Aug. 20, 1954, or the date of the eligible disabled 
veteran’s discharge or release from active service, 
whichever is the later, and that in no event could 
vocational rehabilitation training be afforded beyond 
9 years after the end of the period which co.nmenced 
June 27, 1950. It further amended the law to extend 
the mentioned 9-year periods to 13 years in the same 
hardship cases as specified with respect to Publie 
Law 16. 
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VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION FOR KOREAN SERVICE VETERANS—continued 


Jan. 1, 1955 President’s proclamation, No. 3080, terminated the 
period for eligibility for Public Law 894 benefits as of 
Jan. 31, 1955. 

Jan. 31, 1964 Scheduled termination of the Public Law 894 program 
for all except the hardship cases. 

Jan. 31, 1968 Scheduled termination of Public Law 894 program for 
persons within the hardship categories. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the Standing Rules 
of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as reported, 
are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed 
in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in 
which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


H. R. 587 AS REPORTED 
Sec. 201 (1) or Pustic Law 550, 82D CONGRESS 


““(1) the term ‘basic service period’ means the period beginning on June 
27, 1950, and ending on [such date as shall be determined by Presidential 
proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress;] January 31, 1954, 
except that with respect to persons in the active service in the Armed Forces on 
January 31, 1955, such term means the period beginning on June 27, 1950, 
and ending on the date of the person's first discharge or release from such service 
after January 31, 1955;”’. 


Sec. 201 (2) (A) or Pusiic Law 550, 82D CONGRESS 


(A) has served in the active service in the Armed Forces at any time 
[during the basic service period, J during the period beginning on June 97, 
1950, and ending on January 31, 1966, 


Sec. 212 (c) or Pustic Law 550, 82D CONGRESS 


(c) In the event an eligible veteran returns to active service in the Armed 
Forces [during the basic service period] prior to February 1, 1955, his date of 
discharge or release shall, for the purposes of this section and section 213, be the 
date of his discharge or release from his last period of active service which began 
[during the basie service period. J prior to February 1, 1955. 


* 


Sec. 213 or PusrLIc Law 550, 82D CONGRESS 


“EXPIRATION OF ALL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


“Sec. 213. No education or training shall be afforded an eligible veteran under 
this title beyond eight years after either his discharge or release from active service 
or the end of [the] Ais basic service period, whichever is earlier, and in no 
event shall education or training be afforded under this title after January 31, 1965.” 


Sec. 214 (a) or Pusiic Law 550, 82p CONGRESS 
Sec. 214. (a) Each eligible veteran shall be entitled to education or training 
under this title for a period equal to one and a half times the duration of his active 


service in the Armed Forces during [the] Ais basic service period (or to the 
equivalent thereof in part-time training), except that— 


O 





Calendar No.28 


BATH CONGRESS SENATE ReEporr 
Ist Session No. 27 


EXTENDING AN INVITATION TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO HOLD THE 1960 OLYMPIC 
GAMES AT DETROIT, MICH. 


Fesruary 8, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Grorce, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany S. J. Res. 14] 


MAIN PURPOSE OF THE RESOLUTION 


The resolution joins the Government of the United States in the 
invitation of the United States Olympic Association to the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee to hold the 1960 Olympic games at 
Detroit, Mich. No expense to the Federal Government is connected 
with this invitation. 


BACKGROUND 


The Olympic games were held last in the United States in 1932 at 
Los Angeles. For a considerable time, therefore, the United States 
Olympic Association, Inc., has sought to have the games again sched- 
uled in the United States. A special committee of the association 
has screened the bids of various American cities for the next games 
and has selected the city of Detroit as the preferred site. 

In 1949, the association enlisted the support of the Congress for 
scheduling the 1956 Olympic games at Detroit. Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion 56 was unanimously endorsed by the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee and passed without objection by both Houses of Congress, 
becoming Public Law 22 on March 23, 1949, with the President’s 
signature. The International Olympic Committee, however, selected 
Melbourne, Australia, for the 1956 site. 

The United States Olympic Association, desiring to repeat its 
invitation to hold the games at Detroit, is again seeking the endorse- 
ment of the Congress. Senate Joint Resolution 14, introduced by 
Senator Potter of Michigan on January 10, 1955, is identical in 
substance to Public Law 22 of the 81st Congress. 
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 


The committee on February 8, 1955, voted to report the resolution 
favorably to the Senate. The official sanction of the United States 
Government will lend weight and support to the efforts of the United 
States Olympic Association to obtain the 1960 games. These games 
have in the past led to much international good will and sportsman- 
ship. The committee, therefore, recommends that the Senate associate 
itself with the invitation to hold this world famous and respected 
international sports event at Detroit in 1960. 


O 





